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Mansion, went in dusty and sweating, tired of seeing so many burned build-
ings and ruins on their march.

Lincoln asked for a glass of water, sat in the chair where Jefferson Davis
had handled the documents of the Confederacy, sat sombre solemn.
Later with a cavalry escort lie rode over Richmond in a carriage with General
WeitzeL He was reminded of no anecdote and his eyes had a dreaminess. At
one street comer a Negro woman held up her sick child for a look at Lincoln
and the child turning its head away the mother finally said: 'Sec yeah, honey,
look at de Saviour, and you'll git well. Touch de hem of Us gahment, Iiocey8
and your pain will be done gone/

CONFEDERATE   RETREAT



The Confederate retreat from Ridimand and Petersburg to Appomattox
WeitzeFs aide Graves went along on this ride* and of it wrote he
heard General Waited ask one very important question* namely* What
should he, Weitzel, do in regard to this conquered people? 'President
Lincoln replied/ wrote Graves, 'that he did not wish to give any          oa
that subject, but, as he expressed it, "If I were in your place* I'd let *cm up
easy, let *etn up easy".* This was another way of saying what he had to
Sherman at City Point.
Off to the west, not many miles, horsemen and foot troop were
Lee's army in retreat. At Amelia Court House Lee's men found no food
supplies as expected. The Confederate officials at BJchmond in charge of
this vital matter had either misunderstood General Lee's orders or in the hurry
of flight had mismanaged. Anyhow, at this point where they had hoped to
eat was practically nothing to eat. The wagons went out and sought rations
but came back practically empty. Not since the times of'George Washington
and Natlianael Greene had the troops of an important army marched and
fought on such short rations as Lee's men this week.